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FIRST EVER TO “OFFICIALLY” JOIN 

F.P.C.A. AT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING AT 

HI-TIMBERS ON MORSE ROAD: 
 

HAL BEEKMAN 
 

ACTIVE IN EARLY DAYS OF FOREST PARK 

 
DICK & BETTY GRIFFETH                    REX WILLIAMSON 

DEL & ANN OWENS                                   BOB & MARGE LOVE 

BOB & MARTHA JOY                         CHARLIE & ANN KIBBLE 

JACK & JEANNE LOCKARD                               HARRY STRUBLE 

BILL & GLORIA BLENBOW                             JOE & RUTH SAHR 

LES & TERRY WOODE                                    ART & ANN LEVI 

TERRY FERGUSON                                             ALF HANSEN  

The Genesis of The Association 
By George Schmidt 

 
 I think it was Groucho Marx who said that any organization that would have him was not worth join-
ing!  Forest Park is worth joining and will have you.  According to Charter member Betty Griffeth Forest Park 
had a modest beginning.  The first meetings consisted of 4 couples, 8 people.   
 Betty traveled over to Worthington to learn about the rules and bylaws of that civic association.  What 
she discovered and borrowed became the foundation for the Forest Park Civic Association.  Griffeths, Richard 
and Betty and the Hursts, Dick and Marion went to the Metzger Brothers office on Indianola Road to go over 
the paper work for starting a civic association.  Betty remembers the attorney for Metzger wondering why the 
brothers were helping the group to form an association.  His name was Hohl and told them that civic associa-
tions make demands on the builder.  They helped out anyway.   
 One needs to get a mental picture of what was built.  Hazelwood was the only street that was com-
pleted.  Most of the rest was farm fields and muddy roads.                                   (continued on page 3) 
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(continued from page 1) 
 
 
The development was just beginning.  This tiny, but mighty civic association shaped much of what we have 
today.   The first group of eight met at High Timbers Country Club on Morse Road.  The first meetings con-
sisted of structuring a Constitution and By-laws, filling out the application and turning it into the City of Co-
lumbus.  The first meeting took place in April of 1962.  The first settlers in Forest Park moved in 1961.   
 Pat Snodgrass went to work for the Metzger Brothers in 1965.  The Father, Philip H was not really 
involved according to her.  She said the 3 brothers, Ralph, Gene and Phil were all 3 involved in making the 
business decisions.   Ralph was the builder.  Phil moved to Florida and ran a cattle ranch.  I noticed that it is 
Ralph Metzger’s signature on most of the Abstracts.   
 Let us get back to the Civic Association.  This group of eight grew steadily.  As the development be-
gan to progress issues would arise that would attract the attention of the young professional/business new-
comers to the area.  There was a lot of interest in how the neighborhood would take shape.   
 The first months of the Forest Park Civic Association saw accomplishments that really made a differ-
ence.  Getting the traffic light at Karl and Morse was a big thing.  The traffic was horrific.   
 There was a plan to have apartments completely surrounding Forest Park Plaza.  Where is Forest Park 
Plaza?  It is the official name of the center on Sandalwood with Sequoia Bowling, the pool, Forest Park Ele-
mentary School and the shopping center in it.  Forest Park is a model community.  When it was built it was 
meant to be self sufficient.  Forest Park Plaza had a grocery store, barber, dentist, etc.  Whatever you 
needed to live you could get at the center.  Originally the bowling alley and school were not a part of it.  
They wanted to put apartments on Yellowwood.  The association fought that and you see won.  Nice single 
family homes were built. 
 Betty says that the association tried to fight against apartment complexes.  The Metzgers were find-
ing out what Attorney Hohl said was true.  They learned to get the apartment projects going before the asso-
ciation found out.  There was a little battle going on for a while.  Much later the FPCA would be responsible 
for bigger homes and less density for the homes on Kilbourne Run Pl. and Minerva Park Place than the devel-
oper wanted.  The irony is that Gene Metzger lived on Yellowwood.   
 The FPCA was not all about business.  They knew how to have fun.  A group of people beginning a 
new thing socialized together.  Betty says that it seemed there was a block party every weekend.  The police 
would close off Hazelwood at Boxwood and Sandalwood.  Everyone would make food to share.  The Metzger 
Brothers were great contributors.  The very first Christmas they sponsored a house lighting competition with 
prizes for the winner. Every single house had lights.  Soon the Christmas banquet was the social event of the 
years with over 100 people attending.  There were Christmas parades every year as well as 4th of July pa-
rades with float contests between the streets.  The parade went down Karl Road.   
 The first 4th of July Ralph Metzger put off fireworks from the pool area.  Betty reports they were no 
little bottle rockets, but a full blown display.  They were aimed at the empty field that is now the school.   
 The City of Columbus had to delay the building of the ball fields at Woodward Park due to lack of 
funds.  The FPCA went to the city and asked for the equipment.  The volunteers of the neighborhood built 
the ball diamonds.   They were up and functional in one year.   
 We wanted bowling alleys.  The school had been built so there had to be a special petition to the city 
and school board to get permission.  Obviously it was successful.  Betty tells me Ralph Metzger bowled at 
Sequoia.   
 There were things that the association fought against, that are not necessarily seen as good things 
now.  They were against Northland Mall.  They were against having a nursing home on Karl Road.  They 
were young and could see no need for such establishments.   
 Betty remembers that her first neighbor was a milkman.  Today we would call it a milk delivery per-
son, if we had any.  She would hear him leaving for work every morning at 4am.  The neighbors were the 
baby sitters and delivered the newspapers.  Everyone knew everyone!  They had common interest.  People 
supported the organization to work for the common good and have fun.   
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Ruth Anne England 

 
 In 1965 my husband Don and I purchased the lot at the 

SW corner of Ironwood and Satinwood, 5631.  In April of 1966 we 
signed with Harrison Builders to build our dream house. 

 Footers were constructed in April, 1966.  We moved in July 

30, 1966 just in time for our two daughters to start Northland High 
School in the Fall of 1966. 

 I would like to give a BIG, HUGE THANKS to George Schmidt and the anniversary com-
mittee for providing me with these wonderful glimpses back in time. I moved here in 1986, but 
knew people who lived here for many years, including relatives.  I walked over to the helicopter 
crash, our children learned to swim at Sequoia and later they were on the swim team.  
 Forest Park Elementary was closed when we moved here, but opened up the year before 
our oldest started kindergarten. The Woodward Park Recreation Center held many activities for 
our children including pottery and dance classes. It didn’t cost much to provide hours and hours 
of entertainment for 4 small children. Everything was so much slower (no cell phones!) and com-
puters were just coming out. Boy times have changed.         Susan Buttermore 
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 Most young people would not remember that Northland Mall  started out  uncovered. 
It wasn’t until they added J.C. Penneys and the food court that it was enclosed. Remember 
York Steak House?. I remember going there  as a teenager wearing my winter coat as I  
shopped. It got hot going and out of shops with your winter coat on.. It’s funny how this 
type of shopping  has been renewed at places like Easton. 
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1978 Christmas Dance 
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Northland Vikings 4th of July pa-
rade.  This was the type of Grand 
team.  They did all kinds of steps 
and went to the State Competi-
tion. 

I noticed in the background, there 
are kids sitting on the walls at Karl 
and Sandalwood!  

These two pictures are 
from Northland High 
School Homecoming 
1969.  Must have been 
playing East High School.  
Back then, girls were not 
allowed in organized 
school sports between 
schools. So we had GAA 
for Girls Athletic Associa-
tion. The GAA group won 
2nd place on their float.  
Times have changed! 

Graduation 1971 

1963 Christmas Parade 

1974 4th of July Parade on Karl 
Road. 

1974 4th of July Parade on 
Karl Road. 
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Plane Crash in Forest Park 
West 

by Bob Hinebaugh 
 

March 14 1979, 9:30 am 
 

 I had just gotten off duty at 0800 at 

Fire Station 24 at Karl and Morse Rd., gone 
home for breakfast, and was sitting in the 

barber chair in a shop on Cleveland Ave., 
facing west. All of a sudden I saw a plume 

of black smoke in the direction of Forest 
Park. On my way home the radio announcer 

said that there had been a plane crash in 

Forest Park.  He didn’t say East or West. 
Naturally I was anxious to find the location.  

I found it at 1420 CottonwoodDr., the back-
yard of the Van Syckle family.  The crew 

that had relieved us, #1 Unit had the situa-

tion under control.  Debris was scattered all 
over their backyard. The plane had appar-

ently nosedived into the yard.  Three men in 
the plane were killed. Nobody in the homes 

were injured. 

Years later, we had a helicopter crashed on 

Lindenwood in Forest Park West, very close 
to where the Hinebaughs live.  Does any-

one have any photos of that crash?  I don’t 

believe anyone died in that crash. 

The earliest advertiser in the Forester that I could find was      

Northland Heating and   
Cooling. The ad was 

dated in February 1968.  
This company has con-

tinually run an ad in the 

Forester ever since. 
They have a proven 

track record.  

TAMARACK BLVD. 

 
 Jim Mattox, an old friend from 

Tamarack Blvd. came by for a visit.  He 
shared with me the battle over his street 

with the city over the years.  The page to 

your right is about Tamarack Blvd. I noticed 
a letter from the FPCA President, Pat Tiberi 

in the folder spelling out the problems with 
"no-stopping" signs that were put in by the 

city.  They were removed.   
  
Jim shared with me how he bought his house.  
He came up from South Carolina and saw the 
house.  He shook hands with the real estate 
broker and bought the house.  He went home.  
He and Martha packed up the house.  Movers 
packed the truck.  When they started out toward 
Forest Park he called the broker and said they 
were on the way.  The broker said we have not 
had the closing yet.  Jim said we shook hands on 
it.   Oops!    The broker called the owner and 
the deal was as good as gold.  Jim and Martha 
moved in on a hand shake.  Those were the 
days.  
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For-Mel Women’s Club 
By Jo-ann Jeck 

 
 For-Mel Women’s Club will 
meet on Monday, February 6 at the 
home of Mary Kay Geiger.  Sue War-
ren will have the devotions. 
 This meeting will be our In-
ternational Potluck meeting and each 
member is to bring a dish from some 
country with a few facts so members 
can identify the country.  Meeting to 
start at 6:00 pm. 
 If unable to attend, please 
contact Mary Kay at 882-2598. 

FOREST PARK ELEMENTARY NEWS 
By Fran Compton, volunteer 

 
 Parent-Teacher conferences for parents and/or guardians of all students 
at Forest Park Elementary School are planned for February 9 and 16 from 3:45 - 
7:15 pm.  Parents are urged to make appointments using the sign-up sheets 
sent home with the students. 
 There will be no school classes for students on February 15 while the 
teachers participate in the annual Professional Development Day.  Students and 
teachers will have holiday on Monday, February 20, in observance of President’s 
Day. 
 Students are encouraged to bring pennies or other loose change to 
school, February 21 through March 2 for the “Pennies for Patients” program 
which benefits the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
 Winterfest is Friday, February 24, see not above.  
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  I KNOW FOREST PARK !  
 

 I LIVE IN FOREST PARK! 

     

I SELL FOREST PARK ! 

 

  MARY SGUERRA 
 

  FOREST PARK RESIDENT  

 

FOR 25 YEARS 
 

818-7636 
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