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FOREST PARK IS 50 YEARS OLD!!!!!! 

1958 1962 
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1961 PARADE OF HOMES  

 

1501 Sandalwood 1509  Sandalwood 1531 Sandalwood 

5236 Hazelwood 5242 Hazelwood 5252 Hazelwood 

5253 Hazelwood 5260 Hazelwood 5261 Hazelwood 

5268 Hazelwood 5269 Hazelwood 5274 Hazelwood 

5275 Hazelwood 5282 Hazelwood 5290 Hazelwood 

5293 Hazelwood 5300 Hazelwood 5301 Hazelwood 

5310 Hazelwood 5311 Hazelwood 5320 Hazelwood 

5321 Hazelwood 5328 Hazelwood 5329 Hazelwood 

5334 Hazelwood 5337 Hazelwood 5344 Hazelwood 

5345 Hazelwood 5352 Hazelwood 5353 Hazelwood 

5360 Hazelwood 5361 Hazelwood 1503 Boxwood 

1506 Boxwood 1511 Boxwood 1519 Boxwood 

NEIGHBORHOOD TIDBITS 
 

 Forest Park Elementary was built in 1962, Parkmoor 1966, Woodward Park 1966, Northland High School 1966, and Avalon 
 1977. Northland Mall opened in 1964.   
 Rex Williamson was first Forest Park Civic Association President in 1962.  The Forester started publication in 1965.  

 Epworth Church began in 1963, land was purchased on Karl Rd. and a Service of Consecration was held in the new building 

 in 1967.  
 Northland High School opened its doors on September 7, 1966 as Northland Junior-Senior High.  Woodward Park had it’s 

 first students during the 1967-1968 year.  That year Northland became just a High School, 9-12 grade. 
 The North Y broke ground in 1977, opening in 1978.  the swimming pool came much later. 

 The Forest Park Civic Association sponsored the Baseball and Basketball leagues for a great many years.   
 Early advertisers in the Forester still advertise to this day.  Northland Heating and Cooling since 1968. 

 Northland Terrace (now Villa Angela) opened in 1978 on Karl Rd.   

 
 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION INCLUDING PICTURES FROM THE EARLY YEARS OF FOREST PARK, 
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO SUSAN BUTTERMORE, 1229 VINEWOOD DR., COLUMBUS 43229 OR E-

MAIL TO: 

            forester_ed@fpcivic.org 

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 

 

 While I was preparing this special edition Forester, I kept going to the Franklin County Auditor's  website to look for dates when construction 
started on many homes.  I have noticed on some, that the resident isn’t shown receiving the Homestead Exemption on their property taxes.  I have 
copies of the form you can prepare and mail to the Auditors office.  Call me at 885-1434 for a copy. 

What is the Homestead Exemption? The homestead exemption provides a reduction in property taxes to any senior or disabled citizen, regardless 

of income, on the dwelling that is that individual’s principal place of residence and up to one acre of land of which an eligible individual is 

an owner. The reduction is equal to the taxes that would otherwise be charged on up to $25,000 of the market value of an eligible 

taxpayer’s homestead  The website is: 

http://www.franklincountyauditor.com/pdf/dte_105a.pdf  

http://www.franklincountyauditor.com/pdf/dte_105a.pdf
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REMEMBER WHEN? 
 June 1961 – 36 Homes in Forest Park Parade of Homes, (3 on Sandalwood Drive, 4 on Boxwood Drive, 

and 29 on Hazelwood Road). 

 Forest Park West was one of the first self-contained community in the United States 

 Developed by Metzger Brothers, Phil, Gene, and Ralph. 

 Forest Park Plaza (see centerfold) also included a service station at the corner of Yellowwood and Cher-

rywood, owned by George Kinney.   

 We also had the swimming pool and tennis courts.  Forest Park Elementary school was built in 1962 and 

the Sequoia Bowling alley came later.   

 Early students were bused Cooke Road Elementary, Clinton Junior High, and Brookhaven High School.  

 Karl Road was a narrow two lane road that had deep ditches on either side. You stayed in the middle of 

the road or you were in the ditch. 

 The Forest Park Civic Association was incorporated in April 1962.  They met at Hi Timbers Golf Club that 

was on Morse Road approximately where the Huntington Bank Business Center is today. 

 We talked the city into giving softball equipment so the men and women could put baseball diamonds 

in Woodward Park for use in 1962 instead of waiting for the city to do it 3 or 4 years late. 

 Forest Park and Kar-Mel Village formed together (Woodward Park was not developed yet) for the For-

Mel Women’s Club which is still active today, also a garden club, The Lamplighter, which attended to 

the two islands for many years. 

 Many bowlers from Forest Park and Kar-Mel Village joined together and traveled to Westerville Lanes to 

bowl before Sequoia Lanes was built. 

 Morse Road was also two lanes, but not as narrow as Karl Rd. There used to be a small airport about 

where the Pottery Barn is now located on Morse Rd. 

 Tamarack Circle was a two way street until the 1970’s, but due to numerous accidents, was made one 

way. 

 Our first zip code was 43224, and the closest post office was on Huy Rd. in Northern Lights. 

 Did you wonder about the large white house on the west side of Karl Rd?  It was owned by Jack Fullen 

of Ohio State University.  Many of the streets in Kar-Mel are named for the family, such as Julie Place 

and Fullen Drive, as the ground was sold for Kar-Mel Village. 

 There were no homes on the west side of Karl, so you could look at the farmed owned by the Harmons.  

They became friends of Forest Park, by furnishing wagons for the Christmas Parades, Hayrides into the 

woods, and cookouts.  Early Christmas parties were held in a building located close to the zoo. 
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House at 5332 Sprucewood being built.  Don 
and Janet Moen moved into their home they 
had built by Ludo Bevilacqua as newly weds 
on December 2, 1961.  Janet tells me, “ We 
went on a honeymoon right away and with 
no food in the house.  When we returned, 
we found a starved mouse at the bottom of 
the basement stairs.  We lived there for 
seven years.  We had our two children be-
fore being transferred to Mt. Prospect, Illi-
nois.”  Janet now lives in Forest Park East.   

These pictures were taken in December 1963 during the Christmas Parade.  The street is Hazelwood.  Notice the absence of 
trees.  Betty Griffeth told me they tore down all of the big trees and planted little ones.   

Northland High School in 1966 

Our Pools 
 
 Sequoia Pool and Tamarack Pool were two great assets to the Forest Park Commu-
nity providing a safe and clean environment for family activities.  Sequoia opened on June 15, 
1962.  Each facility contained a 50 meter by 25 meter swimming pool with a 3 meter and 10 
meter diving board.  The pools offered the Red Cross Lesson Program, Tiny Tots classes and 
private swim lessons for those interested.  Many special events were scheduled, such as par-
ties of graduation, birthdays and even weddings took place after closing hours. 
 Members had the opportunity to use both pools especially when one was closed for 
a special activity. Master Swim Meets for those 25 years to 90; US Swim Meets for age group 
swimmers was a yearly event and the local team participated in the League competition with 
Sequoia winning a major number of Championships.  The big summer event was the 4th of 
July Pot Luck with everyone bringing their favorite dish, games followed. 
 Tennis was a big favorite at Tamarack and the spirit of family prevailed at both 
pools.  Sequoia Pool received an award for being “the Outstanding Pool” in the Northland area. 
 The summer of 1976 was a very exciting year at Sequoia Swim Club as two of the 
members on the Swimming and Diving team won international recognition. Debbie Keplar and 
Tina Bischoff were the outstanding athletes recognized.  Debbie qualified for the 1976 Olym-
pics in Montreal, Canada and placed third winning the Bronze Medal in Platform diving.  She 
had been a participating member at Sequoia Pool for a number of years and now resides in 
Marysville, Ohio. 
 Tina Bischoff swam the English Channel on August 5, 1976 at the age of 17.  Her 
swim began in Dover 
England on Shakespeare Beach and ended at Cap Gris Nay, France a total of 22 miles.  She 
established a world record of 9 hours 3 minutes which had been held previously for 13 yeas.  
Her boat Captain claimed it a spectacular swim because of the extreme tides and current.  
Tina now resides in Sarasota, Florida. 

Our current 
logo taken 
from Metzger 
Bros. Brochure 
for Forest Park 
in 1961 

APOLOGIES FOR THE POOR QUALITY OF 

MANY OF THESE PICTURES.  SOME ARE 

COPIES OF NEWSPAPERS AND THEY 

DON’T SCAN WELL. 
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